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2008 Federal Policy Priorities for Supportive Housing
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Program

PRIORITY: Support the funding and program reforms necessary to ensure HUD’s McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Program makes the greatest possible impact on ending chronic homelessness. 

Appropriation
Request $2 billion for Homeless Assistance Grants:  The Administration’s FY 2009 budget request for Homeless Assistance Grants of $1.636 billion is one of the smallest increases in years and will not adequately fund new supportive housing.  CSH recommends adding $364 million to the budget request, for a total of $2 billion to help create up to 15,000 units of new supportive housing while ensuring reliable renewal funding for rent and operating subsidies to permanent supportive housing under Shelter + Care (SPC) and the Supportive Housing Program (SHP).

Authorization
Urge reauthorization of McKinney-Vento that mirrors S. 1518:  CSH urges the House and Senate to pass legislation similar to S. 1518, the Community Partnership to End Homelessness Act, as passed by the Senate Banking Committee.  Reauthorizing legislation should codify the 30% permanent housing set-aside, provide for renewing permanent housing contracts from the same account that funds Section 8, and retain a targeted definition of homelessness for this program, while authorizing a range of effective solutions to ensure that these grants will make the greatest impact on preventing and ending homelessness.
Services in Supportive Housing

PRIORITY:  Transform HHS into a full partner in ending homelessness. 

Appropriation
CSH urges $100 million in funding for SAMHSA’s Grants for the Benefit of Homeless Individuals (GBHI) and Treatment for Homeless Services programs, which help pay for services in supportive housing.  We also urge adequate funding for existing HHS programs targeted to homeless people (including PATH and Healthcare for the Homeless) and coordinate these programs with affordable and supportive housing.
Authorization
Enact the Services for Ending Long-Term Homelessness Act (SELHA) to provide flexible, renewable grants from HHS/SAMHSA and leverage commitments of mainstream resources to pay for services in supportive housing for the long-term homeless. 
Homeless Veterans – End a National Tragedy

PRIORITY:  Providing housing for our nation’s homeless veterans by funding $75 million in new HUD-VASH vouchers (in addition to the FY08 allocation), and by passing authorizing legislation to explicitly allow the Veterans Administration to provide grants to supportive housing providers.

Appropriation
CSH urges Congress to fully support the President’s budget request to provide $75 million for HUD-VASH vouchers, which connect homeless veterans to housing and supportive services.  We are grateful for this request, which builds on last year’s allocation of the same amount, and will work with HUD and the VA to ensure the program is implemented successfully.

Authorization
Pass legislation, such as S.874 or H.R. 2874, to give the VA clear legislative authority to make grants available for organizations providing supportive services for veterans living in permanent supportive housing.

Mainstream Federal Housing Programs

PRIORTIY:  Build the capacity of ‘mainstream’ federal housing resources to fund permanent supportive housing and to address the nation’s affordable housing crisis among extremely low income households (below 30% AMI).
Budget
Support an increase in the housing and community development function in the Congressional budget resolution.  Because Congress must divide funds among housing programs, substantial and necessary increases for mainstream programs like CDBG and Section 8 will only be possible by providing room in the budget.   
Appropriation
Provide funding for the Housing Choice Voucher program (Section 8) to restore the 150,000 authorized vouchers lost since early 2004, with funding allocations and incentives to facilitate efficient utilization of available funds.


Fight against proposed cutbacks to several block grant programs (CDBG, CSBG, SSBG) that states and localities effectively use to address the housing, community development and services needs of its residents.   
Authorization
CSH calls on the Senate to enact the National Housing Trust Fund Act, which passed the House last year.  This excellent proposal will provide housing capital to produce 1.5 million units over a decade with 75% targeted to those below 30% AMI.

CSH urges Senate passage of Section 8 voucher reform legislation (SEVRA), which passed the House last year and has been introduced in the Senate.  Enactment of SEVRA will facilitate the usage of project-based vouchers, improve the funding formula and make several other improvements to streamline the program.

Strengthen the Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) program with improvements that reflect the financing needs of housing that serves people with the lowest incomes.   
Re-Entry

PRIORITY:  Provide federal funding to help communities prevent and end homelessness for people with special needs who are re-entering communities from prisons.  Passage of the Second Chance Act would help accomplish this goal.
Medicaid

PRIORITY:  Support efforts in Congress to place a moratorium on proposed regulations that curtail Medicaid coverage for services that address the health needs of homeless and disabled people, including services for residents of permanent supportive housing.  Build recognition and interest in removing obstacles to Medicaid eligibility for uninsured chronically homeless people with serious health problems.  





















