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Biographies for Speakers and Panelists
Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky
9th Congressional District of Illinois
Jan Schakowsky was elected to represent Illinois' 9th Congressional District on November 3, 1998, after serving for eight years in the Illinois State Assembly. She is in her fifth term. 

Schakowsky serves in the House Democratic Leadership as Chief Deputy Whip and as a member of the Steering and Policy Committee.  She is a member of the Energy and Commerce Committee, where she will work to accomplish her top priority in Congress -- providing universal healthcare coverage for all Americans.  On that Committee, she serves as Vice-Chair of the Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Protection and as a member of the Subcommittee on Health and the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations. 

Speaker Pelosi recently appointed Schakowsky to serve on the House Select Committee on Intelligence. Schakowsky opposed the Iraq war resolution and was a founding member of the Out-of-Iraq Caucus.

Schakowsky is a leading advocate for women's issues in Congress, sponsoring legislation that would prevent violence against immigrant women, establish transitional housing for women and children who are victims of abuse, and commemorate International Women's Day. During the 110th Congress, Schakowsky serves as Democratic Vice Chair of the bipartisan Women's Caucus. 

A citizen advocate, grassroots organizer, and elected public official, Schakowsky has fought throughout her career for economic and social justice and improved quality of life for all; for an end to violence against women; and for a national investment in healthcare, public education and housing needs. 

In the House, Schakowsky has won major legislative victories to increase federal assistance for abused women and children and to protect the rights of battered immigrant women; to reform election laws guaranteeing that no registered voter is turned away at the poll; to expand housing opportunities for low-income people; and to assist small business owners and farmers. 

A longtime consumer advocate, who in 1969 led the fight that put freshness dates on products sold in the supermarket, Schakowsky carries on that tradition in Congress with efforts to safeguard the rights of victims of identity theft and to protect consumers from predatory lenders.  A champion for the nation's seniors, Schakowsky is actively engaged in the campaign for seniors and persons with disabilities to access affordable prescription drugs.  Schakowsky is also working to ensure that seniors receive quality home, hospice, and nursing care. 

Prior to her election to Congress, Schakowsky represented the 18th District in the Illinois General Assembly for eight years. She served as a Democratic Floor Leader and as Secretary of the Conference of Women Legislators. 

For twenty years prior to her election to the State House, Schakowsky fought for the public interest and rights of Illinois citizens.  As Program Director of Illinois Public Action (1976-1985), the state's largest public interest organization, she fought for energy reform and stronger protection from toxic chemicals.  As Director of the Illinois State Council of Senior Citizens from 1985-1990, she organized across the state for lower cost prescription drugs and tax relief for seniors, financial protection for the spouses of nursing home residents and other benefits for the elderly.  She has been deeply involved in the fight to protect women's reproductive freedom. 

Schakowsky resides in Evanston, Illinois with her husband Robert Creamer.  She has three children, Ian, Mary, and stepdaughter Lauren Creamer, and four grandchildren, Isabel, Eve, Lucy, and William.  She graduated from the University of Illinois in 1965 with a B.S. in Elementary Education.

 Earlean Collins 
Cook County Commissioner 1st District
Earlean Collins, Cook County Commissioner 1st District, was elected to the Cook County Board of Commissioners in 1998, after serving 21 years (fifteen years in leadership) in the Illinois Senate.  She was the first African-American female to serve in the Illinois Senate, the first to win the Democratic nomination for a statewide constitutional office, and the first woman to serve as an assistant.
Her major senate accomplishments include: sponsoring The Public Employees Collective Bargaining Act, Equal Employment Opportunity Office, Job Training Partnership Act, Independent Public Defenders Office, Earn Fare Program, Illinois College Tuition Savings Program, Illinois Housing Trust Program, Boot Camp Program, Women and Business Assistance Program, and established treatment centers for pregnant addicted women, and an act to prohibit utility companies from shutting off services during winter months.

As a Cook County Commissioner, Collins continued her legacy of commitment and hard work to the people of her district and the state of Illinois.  Commissioner Collins serves as chairwoman to the Family Court and Juvenile Detention Center, Public Health, Business and Economic Development committees and is a member of the Finance Committee.

In an effort to improve the integrity of the criminal justice system she has sponsored ordinances on the following: created the Cook County Jail Diversion Program for the mentally ill, video taping of interrogations as well as confessions in serious crimes, video taping of confession and interrogation in the presence of an attorney for juveniles arrested for serious crimes, an ordinance establishing a ballistic fingerprint of a gun at the time of purchase to identify gun ownership when used in the commission of a crime, the Cook County Sheriff Office to equip Sheriff Police cars with video taping equipment, sponsored the first county ordinance on predatory lending, initiated property tax appeals process at the community level and is recognized for her efforts to improve the overall integrity and accountability of the Board of Commissioners.

Commissioner Collins earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Social Science and Graduate Studies in Public Service Administration from the University of Illinois.

Member of both civic and professional organizations too numerous to name.

Thomas Dart
Sheriff of Cook County
Sworn in as Sheriff of Cook County in December of 2006, Tom Dart has a diverse and accomplished background in government and law enforcement. He has frequently been mentioned as rising star in Illinois politics. The Chicago Tribune recently called Dart “a savvy and energetic political force with a reformist’s bent, (who has) led efforts to bring about long-needed criminal and juvenile justice reforms.”

He began his career in public service as an Assistant Cook County State’s Attorney, where he prosecuted hundreds of felony crimes during a five-year stint with the office.  In addition to working at the county’s famed Criminal Courts Building at 26th and California, Dart was assigned to prosecute crimes in the South Suburbs, where he helped initiate a massive investigation of corruption in the Ford Heights Police Department, leading to the indictment of the chief and several of the town’s police officers.

In 1991, Dart moved to the Illinois General Assembly when he was appointed to fill a vacancy in the State Senate.  The next year, he ran for elected office for the first time and won a seat in the Illinois House, representing a diverse district on Chicago’s South Side that included communities like Roseland, Pullman, Morgan Park, Mount Greenwood, Calumet Park and portions of Blue Island.

In Springfield, Dart quickly developed a reputation as a reform-minded legislator who was willing to take on the state bureaucracy.  He served as chief sponsor of more than a dozen new child welfare laws that helped restructure the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services.  He also battled the “payday loan” industry by proposing new laws against predatory lenders.

Throughout his tenure in the General Assembly, Dart turned his attention to matters related to law enforcement.  As Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, he sponsored Mayor Daley’s Safe Neighborhoods Act and authored several state laws designed to crackdown on child sex offenders, including a statute that targeted child predators who use the Internet to lure young victims.  He also wrote the Sexually Violent Predators Commitment Act, a groundbreaking law that enables judges to deny freedom to sexual predators and detain them in state mental health facilities if they believe the offender is likely to commit new sex crimes.

As Co-Chairman of the House Prison Oversight Committee, Dart joined Republican Representative Tom Johnson in holding a series of bipartisan, investigative hearings that revealed Chicago street gangs had established undo influence over the administration of several state prisons.  The hearings inspired a number of policy changes at the Illinois Department of Corrections and helped develop new management accountability standards for state detention facilities.

Dart received dozens of honors for his work in the legislature, including the Illinois State Bar Association’s President’s Commendation and “Legislator of the Year Awards” from several groups, including the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police, the Illinois State Crime Commission, and Mother’s Against Drunk Driving. Chicago Sun-Times columnist Steve Neal wrote that Tom Dart was an “impact player” during his decade of service in the Illinois House of Representatives. 

Dart left the legislature in 2003 after an unsuccessful campaign for Illinois State Treasurer and was appointed to serve as Chief of Staff to Cook County Sheriff Michael F. Sheahan.  In this capacity, Dart helps administer the second largest sheriff’s department in the nation.  In November of 2005, Dart announced his candidacy for Sheriff after Sheahan announced he would not seek re-election after his current term expires.  He was elected to a four year term as Sheriff in November of 2006.

Dart holds a J.D. from Loyola University and a Bachelor’s Degree in History and General Social Studies from Providence College.  He and his wife Patricia reside in Chicago and are the proud parents of four children.
Theodora Binion Taylor, Th.D, M.Div, M.S., CADC 
Director of the Illinois Department of Human Services, 
Division of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse (DASA)
ADVANCE \d14Theodora Binion  has worked in the field of substance abuse since 1981 starting as an entry level substance abuse counseling position on the West Side of Chicago.

Ms. Binion currently serves as the Director of the Illinois Department of Human Services, Division of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse (DASA). She oversees a budget of $270 million dollars.  DASA contracts with 142 community based treatment organizations to provide services according to the needs of various communities and populations.   

In 1989, Ms. Binion joined Garfield Counseling Center as the Executive Director.  Ms. Binion worked with the Campaign for a Drug Free Westside, a coalition comprising providers, community residents, clients and businesses to develop and carry out plans to address widespread open-market drug sales.  Ms. Binion spearheaded the development of several programs and demonstration projects targeting substance abusing women and their children including setting up a recovery home for women and their children and a DCFS independent living program for soon to be emancipated DCFS female wards.  She also set up outpatient programming for day treatment programs for women delivering substance-exposed infants.

In 1995, Ms. Binion joined the City of Chicago Department of Public Health.  She served as the Director of Behavioral Health Care.  Her responsibilities include monitoring and evaluating relevant epidemiological data and developing substance abuse treatment and prevention programs to meet the needs suggested by the data.  Ms. Binion additionally works to ensure integration and coordination of mental health, substance abuse, violence prevention and social services within CDPH and between CDPH and substance abuse and HIV/AIDS community based providers.  Ms. Binion developed with the community, programs for chemically dependent: a) women at high risk for HIV disease; men who have sex with men; older adults and culturally specific programming for African Americans and Latinos/Mexicans.  She believes strongly in working with communities and coalitions to build the capacity to identify and resolve challenges that the communities face.  

Ms. Binion additionally served on Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, HIV Prevention Planning Group for Chicago, working on the Needs Assessment and Cap Analysis committees; served on the National African American Coalition for the Advancement of HIV, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Treatment.  

Katrina Van Vakenburgh
Associate Director, Corporation for Supportive Housing (Illinois)
Katrina is the Associate Director of the Corporation for Supportive Housing’s Illinois office.  In this capacity she oversees the office’s technical and financial assistance to non-profit and public organizations.  Katrina has more than 20 years experience in social services and housing development.  She was the first Director of the Supportive Housing Providers Association, a trade association of not-for-profit supportive housing providers in Illinois from 1995 through 2000.  Katrina also worked at Deborah’s Place as their Director of Project Development and was responsible for the development and rehabilitation of two permanent supportive housing projects and a transitional housing program.  One of these projects was selected for inclusion on the website for Design Matters: Best Practices in Affordable Housing and another was the 2007 2nd place recipient of the MetLife Award for Excellence in Affordable Housing.  Prior to this position, she was the Associate Director of Development, responsible for all public grants, and the Program Administrator of Marah’s, the Transitional Housing Program of Deborah’s Place.  Katrina was the Program Manager of the Permanent Supportive Living Program and Transitional Housing Program of Housing Opportunities for Women from 1990 to 1991.  Her direct service experience includes managing group homes for teenage wards of the state and for adults discharged from state mental hospitals in Massachusetts, and working with people who were homeless at the Women’s Lunch Place in Boston.  Katrina has a BA in Sociology from Kalamazoo College and a certificate in Urban Development from the University of Illinois at Chicago, the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs and Chicago Rehab Network.  She currently serves on the Advisory Boards of the Community Economic Development Law Project and on the Boards of Directors of Deborah’s Place II and Deborah’s Place III.   

Dan Wasmer, MS 
Acting Associate Director of Region Services,
Illinois Department of Human Services, Division of Mental Health
Dan Wasmer is employed with the Department of Human Services, Division of Mental Health, as the Acting Associate Director of Region Services, the Facility Director of Chicago Read Mental Health Center, and the Region 1 North Executive Director.  

Mr. Wasmer came to the Division in 2000, after twenty-three years of service at Thresholds, a private, non-profit psychiatric rehabilitation center.  During his career in the mental health field, Mr. Wasmer has helped design and implement innovative service approaches for people with serious mental illnesses. 

Services for special populations, such as people who are deaf, people who are homeless, and people with co-occurring substance abuse disorders, are among the groups he has been most involved with.  Some of his administrative assignments have placed him in the DHS planning groups that promote safe and affordable housing, recovery-based services, and systems integration across the DHS family of services.

David R. Buchanan, M.D., M.S. 
Chief Medical Officer, Erie Family Health Center

Dr. Buchanan joined Erie in February 2008 as the Chief Medical Officer and a general internist.  Prior to this, he was the Section Head for Social Medicine at John Stroger Hospital of Cook County for five years.  

Dr. Buchanan completed a residency program in Primary Care Internal Medicine at the University of California, San Francisco in 1999, after completing an undergraduate degree in Economics at MIT and a medical degree at the University of Chicago.  He also completed a Master of Science in Clinical Research at Rush University in 2007.  

Dr. Buchanan’s clinical work is divided between Erie Family Health Center and two homeless shelters where he serves as the medical director.  His work as an Assistant Professor of Medicine at Rush University focuses on developing curriculum for medical students and residents on the care of patients experiencing homelessness and on changing attitudes toward underserved populations.

John Cheney Egan
Head of the Office of Housing and Cash Assistance, 
Illinois Department of Children and Family Services
John Cheney Egan has worked as the Housing Specialist for the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services’ for twelve years and now heads the Office of Housing and Cash Assistance.  He develops, administers, monitors and evaluates programs to meet the housing needs of low-income youth exiting from DCFS custody, at risk families, adoption and foster care families.  
He currently administers the Youth Housing Assistance program to assist youth who are exiting or have exited foster care in Illinois.  He has worked with various local, statewide and federal organizations on issues related to housing and homelessness since receiving his Masters in Social Work from the Jane Addams College of Social Work at the University of Illinois at Chicago in 1988.

Eugene Herskovic
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
Mr. Eugene Herskovic has been working for the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs for over 21 years.  He began his career as social worker in the first program designed to serve homeless veterans.  Throughout his career at the VA as a social worker and administrator, he has gained extensive experience in working with the homeless while providing services to veterans in various programs in the VA system. 
Six years ago, Mr. Herskovic was assigned to the Health Care for Homeless Veterans Program at the Jesse Brown VA Medical Center as its coordinator.  In that role, Mr. Herskovic was actively engaged in significantly expanding the program's services.  Last year, Mr. Herskovic assumed responsibility of oversight of all the programs for homeless veterans in the VA’s network system covering the areas of the Upper Michigan, the state of Wisconsin, northeastern section of Illinois and northwestern section of Indiana.  

Philip Nyden, Ph.D. 
Loyola University Chicago, Center for Urban Research and Learning (CURL)
Dr. Nyden was appointed as Director of the Loyola University Center for Urban Research and Learning (CURL) in January 1996. Funded by a grant and endowment from the Robert R. McCormick Tribune Foundation, the Center is facilitating collaborative research projects between all sectors of the university and a broad range of community organizations, health care providers, educational institutions, social service agencies, and government agencies. CURL projects have included: research on factors that produce or sustain stable, racially, ethnically, and economically diverse communities; examination of the impact of the welfare policies on economically diverse communities, an inventory of affordable housing in local communities, the impact of gentrification and displacement on African-American and Latino communities, assessing the effectiveness of community organization services to the homeless, development of culturally-sensitive approaches to the reduction of domestic violence, and peer intervention in a local middle school to reduce violence and other risk-taking behavior. In all of these activities, research teams including faculty, graduate students, undergraduate students, community partners, and CURL staff work collaboratively in documenting and shaping innovative solutions to pressing urban issues.
In the late 1980s, Dr. Nyden helped to establish the Policy Research and Action Group (PRAG) -- a group of Chicago-based community leaders and university-based researchers which has been building a collaborative network to bring community knowledge and perspectives to the research process. PRAG has been supported by funding from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and the U.S. Department of Education. The significance of this collaborative work and connections to projects in other cities is discussed in Building Community: Social Science in Action.
In the past Dr. Nyden has worked with the City of Chicago Commission on Human Relations, the Leadership Council for Metropolitan Open Communities, the Organization of the NorthEast, the Howard Area Community Center, the Evanston Human Relations Commission, Hull House, and the Human Relations Foundation on a variety of projects aimed at promoting stable diverse neighborhoods, improving access to quality affordable housing, gaining an understanding of the needs of youth and families in our local community, and understanding business development in economically diverse communities.

Dr. Nyden continues to examine the factors that produce stable racially, ethnically, and economically diverse communities. This follows up on a major report completed in conjunction with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and the Leadership Council for Metropolitan Open Communities. Published as a full issue of HUD’s policy journal, Cityscape, this study examined factors and organizational strategies that strengthen racial, ethnic, and economic diversity in 14 already diverse urban neighborhoods in nine cities (New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Milwaukee, Memphis, Houston, Denver, Seattle, and Oakland). The study finds that there are two dominant types of diverse neighborhoods. Diverse-by-design neighborhoods were planned efforts growing out of the civil rights efforts of the 1960s and generally have African-American and white residents. Diverse-by-circumstance communities are the newer urban neighborhoods that are the result of growth of recent immigrant groups and are multi-racial and multi-ethnic. Sustaining the stability of diverse-by-circumstance communities represents a significant policy challenge in upcoming decades. The report provides information on both factors contributing to the stability of both communities as well as factors challenging their continued existence.

Most recently, Dr. Nyden has examined how grassroots-level collaborative research in different cities and countries can be better connected to more effectively allow communities to share valuable information and insights in addressing pressing problems. In addition to authored articles and reports, Dr. Nyden has lectured extensively on collaborative university-community research approaches and center development in the U.S., Europe, Australia, and Africa

Roberta M. Fews
Deputy Director of the Office of Programs and Support Services, 
Illinois Department of CorrectionsPRIVATE 

Roberta M. Fews started her career with the Department of Corrections in February of 1983 as a Correctional Officer at Stateville Correctional Center.  In July of 1985 she became Correctional Counselor I, where she was responsible for interviewing inmates in orientation status along with interviewing and classifying inmates for living units.  In February of 1989 she was promoted to Casework Supervisor. Roberta was responsible for ensuring accountability and responsiveness in the delivery of casework services by counselors and worked closely with the Clinical Services Supervisor.  In August of 1997, she was appointed as Training Coordinator at the Stateville Correctional Center.  She was responsible for the coordinating staff development of over 900 employees.  She facilitated all aspects of training for security and non-security personnel and was also responsible for the active recruitment of Correctional Officer Trainees.  From August 1998 to May 1999, she was an Adjunct Professor at the Morraine Valley Community College in Palo Hills, Illinois where she taught Intro to Corrections, basic principles of correctional theory.  In May 1999 she became the Unit Manger at Stateville Correctional Center where she was responsible for the daily operation of the Protective Custody Unit.
Roberta Fews was promoted to a Senior Public Service Administrator in July 1999 where she served as Warden at the Sheridan Correctional center until December of 2000.  During this time she Administered and directed the overall operation of a 1600 bed medium security adult male facility.  She was responsible for annual budget of 27 million dollars and for security and program activities as well as managing and controlling fiscal and budgetary issues in a responsible manner.  January of 2001, Roberta was promoted to Assistant Deputy Director for District I where she acted as a catalyst within the Illinois Department of Corrections.  Displaying a leadership role in this agency required the Assistant Deputy Director to promote diversity, explore new opportunities and strongly advocate innovative ideas, visions, and possibilities in addressing and resolving the anticipated rising issues. She was also responsible for the day to day calls for the parole division. From June 2002 until March 16, 2004, Roberta served as the Manager of the Placement Resource Unit for the Illinois Department of Corrections, where she was responsible for developing, organizing, controlling and managing the statewide Placement Resource Unit, as well as an annual budget of 14 million dollars.  As PRU Manager Roberta was responsible for actively seeking out and developing community resources that provided services for the high profile, hard to place and special needs adult or juvenile offender, and maintain a current directory of all available resources that were used by the Placement Resource Unit.  On March 16, 2004 Roberta Fews was promoted to the Deputy Director of the Office of Programs and Support Services.  Her areas of responsibility include Correctional Industries, Mental Health Psychiatric Services, Addiction Recovery Services, Environmental and Sanitation Services, School District and the Office of Medical and Health Services.  Roberta is currently involved in the statewide implementation of the CHAMPS system. This system automates the cumulative counseling summary.  Roberta also chairs the statewide Counselor Standing Committee.  

Roberta Fews has a Master of Arts Degree in Human Performance and Training from Governor’s State University (1996), and a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice and Sociology from Southern Illinois University (1982).

Currently Roberta is the Executive Chairwoman of the Women In Corrections – Illinois Conference Committee, Vice President for the Illinois Correctional Association (ICA), A Member of the National Association of Blacks in Criminal Justice (NABCJ), Member of the Illinois Association of Minorities in Government, Member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Active Community Liaison for the Department of Corrections with several Community Groups.  

Nancy Radner
Chief Executive Officer, Chicago Alliance to End Homelessness
Before becoming CEO of the Alliance, Nancy Radner served as Executive Director of the Partnership to End Homelessness since its inception. Previously, Nancy was a program officer at the Corporation for Supportive Housing, focusing on lending and technical assistance to build permanent supportive housing, and a staff attorney at the Legal Assistance Foundation, where her work included system-wide advocacy, specializing in housing law. Nancy holds a J.D. from the University of Michigan and an A.M. in Social Services Administration (SSA) from the University of Chicago and has received awards for trial advocacy and her commitment to social justice.
